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A showcase for 

your research and 
creative output

Digital Commons @ Michigan Tech, 
the university’s digital repository, 
provides worldwide access to research, 
scholarship, and other academic 
works created by members of the 
Michigan Tech community. All types 
of documents and publications—from 
articles and reports to books, journals, 
and other creative works, of any file 
format or size—can be included in 
the repository, making it possible to 
showcase all aspects of a project.

As a service of the Van Pelt and Opie 
Library, staff are available to help you 
through every step of the process.

Digital CommonsContact Us
Van Pelt and Opie Library
1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton, MI 49931
digitalcommons@mtu.edu
906-487-2508

See our collections at  
digitalcommons.mtu.edu

What belongs on 
Digital Commons?
Journal articles
Conference materials
Books
Problem sets
Educational materials
Data sets
Textbooks you have created
Working papers
Image, video, and audio files
...and more!

How can I expand the reach of my 
research without increasing  

my workload?
• • • • •

How can I satisfy grant requirements 
for open access? 

• • • • •

How can I find out from where my works 
are accessed?

• • • • •

Where can I showcase my published 
scholarship and other works online? 



Digital Commons 
@ Michigan Tech

Getting Started

SelectedWorks 
Profile

Michigan Tech faculty members 
are encouraged to create their 
SelectedWorks profile with a free account 
at works.bepress.com. Profiles are added 
to a gallery of your peers on Digital 
Commons @ Michigan Tech, though they 
are distinct from the repository. With a 
SelectedWorks profile you can showcase 
your entire body of work, including 
before and after your time at Michigan 
Tech. Library staff can easily transfer any 
of your works hosted in Digital Commons 
to your SelectedWorks profile. 

Benefits include effective presentation 
of research activities and high visibility to 
potential funders and your disciplinary 
colleagues. Virtually all file formats can 
be hosted on SelectedWorks, making it 
possible to highlight your publications, 
data, instructional material, products of 
service activity, and more.

SelectedWorks author profiles can be viewed 
at: digitalcommons.mtu.edu/sw_gallery.html

“Sharing our work in this 
way ensures that more of 
our colleagues can read it. 
A combination of studies 
in the literature and my 
own experience show that 
it results in higher citation 
rates. Everyone at Michigan 
Tech that is doing important 
research should be doing 
this.”

As a member of the Michigan Tech academic 
community, you are encouraged to contribute 
your scholarship to Digital Commons @ 
Michigan Tech for long-term preservation 
and enhanced awareness of your work and to 
expand the reputation of the university. 

Benefits of Digital Commons:
• Search engine optimization puts your work 

on top
• Open access to readers globally
• Monthly readership reports for you
• Author dashboard to show your impact
• Stable URLs 
• Complies with most granting agencies’ open 

access requirements

—Joshua M Pearce
Associate Professor, Materials Science and Engineering,  

Electrical and Computer Engineering
Faculty Advisor, Open Source Hardware Enterprise

What you need to do:
1. Send your updated CV with permission to post 

your works to digitalcommons@mtu.edu
— or —

2. If your Digital Measures account is up-to-date, 
grant permission for a librarian to use your 
account for this purpose

What we do for you:
1. Review CV to determine works that are eligible 

for the repository
2. Conduct thorough copyright review, contacting 

publishers to establish versions of work to 
deposit

3. Upload works to Digital Commons in accordance 
with funding agency, copyright, and publisher 
policies

4. Add standards-compliant, descriptive metadata 
to enhance the findability of your work


